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OFTEN OVERLOOKED in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are the struggles
of the 1.4 million Arab Israelis who live in Israel, their ties to state and heritagein =~ |
seeming conflict. Afterthe Cup focuses on Israeli Premier League soccer team
Bnei Sakhnin F.C.—made up of nine Arab Israelis, seven Jew-
ish Israelis and five non-Israelis—and shows how sport gave
the Arab players identities beyond politics. The filmmakers
spent two years with the club, starting in 2004, after Sakh-
nin became the first team from an Arab town to win the Is-
raeli Cup, then spent three years securing distribution. The
result is a stirring record of 21 men tackling success amid
underfunding, hostility and impossible expectations.
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chine was one clever—and, for some, painful—sports reference:

LOST AMONG the buddy-film clichés of Hot Tub Time Ma- “E
A screwup named Lou, one of three friends who revisit their 1\"

glory days using time-travel, bets on the unlikely end of the &3 N\ )
1987 AFC title game between the Browns and the Broncaos. ‘.z 3

But in a Doc Brown—ish nod to the dangers of time tam-
pering, what should have been John Elway's 98-yard tying
Drive is thwarted by a squirrel, and Lou loses. “That the line
‘Cleveland's going to the Super Bowl! is uttered in this movieis - a
suchabigmoment for [Browns fans],” says screenwriter Josh .4 e |
Heald. "Who knows if [that will] happen again”  —RS. | 3
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hen he entered the movie business, it wasn't Mark

Ciardl's goal to produce sports films. But because

of his baseball résumé—he was 1-1 with a 9.37 ERA
in one season pitching for the Brewers, in 1987—those types of
scripts Inevitably crossed his desk. And so he followed his first
movie, the 2002 teen comedy The New Guy, with the underdog
baseball drama The Rookle (2002); Miracle ('04), about the 1980
U.S. Olympic hockey team; Invincible ('06), the story of Phila-
delphia Eagles walk-on Vince Papale; two Dwayne Johnson
sports comedies; and, this fall, Secretariat, about the 1973 Triple
Crown-winning racehorse.

With over $520 million in box office receipts from those six
sports movies alone, Ciardi, 49, has shown a keen eye for feel-good
epics. For Secretariat, he says, he needed to humanize the script.
“We talked with our screenwriter and finally found a way into the
story through [breeder] Penny Chenery,
and herunderdog story—not somuch the
horse's. Once we unlocked that, we had a
great potential movie."

Ciardi’s future projects include Mil-
lion Dolfar Arm, about two cricketers
plucked from India to pitch in the
majors, and two track-and-field-based
stories. No surprise: They're all under-
dog tales. —RS.
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